APPROVED
Congregation Meeting Minutes
Meeting date: February 19th, 2017 12:20pm
Attendance:

Meeting was held in the Worship area, attendance list is attached.
151 members were in attendance.

Preliminaries:

President Les Soltis opened the meeting in prayer.

Business:
CALL FOR SENIOR PASTOR:
The ELT has moved that we call Pastor Augie Ristow, Jr as our next Intentional
Interim Pastor. The motion was seconded by a congregational member. This call is
for an undetermined length of time. We are also awaiting a response from Pastor
Dan Weber in regards to his call for the Lead Pastor position.
There was no discussion necessary. There was a call for the question. Dave Ramsey
and Amy Sato collected ballots. Dick Bean counted ballots.
Les commented on Dave Hoag’s commitment to this process. He is so dedicated
and willing to give his time and talent to this church. Les encouraged the
congregation to thank him when he returns from his travels to Japan.
The second item on this agenda is a motion to call a seminarian. The call was
moved and seconded by congregational members. Jerry Blessing was brought up
to discuss this process. He described the call as this divine process as God sends
the Holy Spirit to a team to interview a seminarian and God sends the Holy Spirit to
watch over the seminarian and guide them through this process. The ELT decided
to put together a small group of people to interview the seminarians (Teri Sato, Dave
Hoag, David Reinke, Amy Sato, and Jerry Blessing). Both the ELT and the call team
wanted to have as smooth a transition as possible. Jake accepted a divine call and
moved away. We could look for an Associate Pastor or a Seminarian. With the route
of the seminarian, there is one timeframe every year when you can do that. Dan
Weber supports this process. There are currently 42 seminarians available. There
are 35 districts just like us. We are hoping to get one of the 3 seminarians we are
really attracted to. He opened the floor for questions.

Questions from the Congregation:
Can we request a specific seminarian? Yes, we were allowed to interview four
seminarians. We started with a group of 7 resumes and then, from that, we selected
4 seminarians to interview. We have 3 great applicants who would be a great fit.
If something doesn’t work out and Pastor Weber doesn’t see that the seminarian is
the best match, does he have the option to look at other applicants? If Weber
accepts the call, St. Luke’s will provide him with a budget to fly to St. Louis and
interview the candidates.
Jerry mentioned that we have to interview seminarians prior to March 1 so if we do
not call a seminarian by then, we will have to wait a year to go through this process
again.
If Dan accepts the call, we would put a lot of weight on his preference.
Is it still up to the seminary as to who they assign? The presidents of all the districts
make this decision. They meet together.
When would that decision be made? The announcement is usually make in April.
The question was called to the congregation. There was no further discussion.
The vote to call Pastor Augie Ristow, Jr. was passed 91-1.
The vote to call a seminarian passed 79-1.
Meeting was closed in prayer, led by Les Soltis.
Meeting was adjourned at 1:53pm.
Respectfully submitted by,
Morgan Griffith
Secretary, ELT
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